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Webquests


I had never heard of a Webquest, and as I looked into it, I immediately began to see possibilities for use in my classroom. What I particularly like is its formal structure, which would solve many problems connected with unfocused, wandering students “surfing” the Internet.  The process still offers some latitude in what students explore; they are provided with plenty of initial sites, so they don’t feel lost, but they can link to other sites not listed in the guidelines for a particular Webquest. I also like the way Webquests can focus a search according to certain cognitive approaches—rhetorical modes like comparison-contrast, classification, and analysis.


I can foresee having my students use Webquests to investigate biographies of poets or other writers, for example, or they might use a Webquest to conduct literary research on a specific piece of writing, or a specified topic involving language arts, such as the role language plays in deception.  I’ll bet a Webquest would yield great examples of Doublespeak.  I’ve already made arrangements with the computer lab teacher to use the lab more next year. A Webquest would be a great way to utilize the time.   

